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CHIEF MASTER SERGEANT CATHERINE L. BARKER
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Chief Master Sergeant Catherine L. Barker is the Commandant of the Kisling Noncommissioned Officer Academy, Kapaun Air Station, Germany.  As Commandant, she is responsible for the implementation of Enlisted Professional Military Education programs and policies throughout the entire European Theater.  She ensures quality Professional Military Education for 1,344 Air Force Technical Sergeants annually and leads European Joint Contact Team Programs in NATO Countries to build and develop their enlisted forces.  

Chief Barker is from Asheville, North Carolina.  She entered the Air Force in January 1983.  Her background includes various challenging duties as an information manager in numerous Commands and in many Joint Command positions.  She is married to MSgt Frank Barker; they have two children, Gina and Brandon.

EDUCATION

1985 NCO Preparatory Course, Blytheville AFB, Arkansas

1988 NCO Leadership School, Offutt AFB, Nebraska

1990 SAC NCO Academy, Barksdale AFB, Louisiana

1996 Associate in applied science degree in Information Management, CCAF

1998 USAF Senior NCO Academy, Gunter AFB, Alabama

1999 Bachelor in applied science degree in Management, Bellevue University

2002 Academic Instructor School, Maxwell AFB, Alabama


ASSIGNMENTS
1.  January 1983 - March 1986, Administrative Support Specialist, 42d Air Division, Blytheville AFB, Arkansas

2.  April 1986 - March 1988, NCOIC, Administration Programming Branch, Deputy Chief of

Staff for Operations, HQ SAC, Offutt AFB, Nebraska

3.  April 1988 - January 1990, Assistant Chief, Administration, Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations, HQ SAC, Offutt AFB, Nebraska

4.  February 1990 - January 1991, Chief, Information Management, AFELM, Joint Strategic Target Planning Staff, Offutt AFB, Nebraska

5.  February 1991 - January 1992, Enlisted Executive, AFELM, Joint Strategic Target Planning Staff, Offutt AFB, Nebraska

6.  February 1992 - January 1993, NCOIC, Protocol, AFELM, USLANTCOM, Norfolk, Virginia

7.  February 1993 - January 1997, Administrative Assistant to the Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff, Pentagon, Washington District of Columbia

8.  January 1997 - December 2000, Chief, Command and Executive Information

Management, United States Strategic Command, Offutt AFB, Nebraska

9.  December 2000 - May 2002, Chief, Command Section/Command Section Information

Management, Director of Staff, HQ USAFE, Ramstein AB, Germany

10.  May 2002 – present, Commandant, Kisling Noncommissioned Officer Academy, Kapaun AS, Germany

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS

Defense Meritorious Service Medal with two oak leaf clusters

Meritorious Service Medal with oak leaf cluster

Joint Service Commendation Medal with two oak leaf clusters 

Air Force Commendation Medal

Joint Service Achievement Medal

Air Force Achievement Medal

Outstanding Airmen of the Year Ribbon 

Military Outstanding Volunteer Service Medal


OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS

1983
US Jaycees Outstanding Young Woman of the Year Award

1986
NCO Preparatory Course – John Levitow Award Recipient

1987
SAC/DO Administrator of the Year

1988
NCO Leadership School – Distinguished Graduate

1989
SAC Enlisted Administrator of the Year

1989
SAC NCO of the Year

1991
SAC NCO Academy – Distinguished Graduate

1991
JSTPS NCO of the Year

1992
USSTRATCOM Information Manager of the Year

1993
USCINCLANT NCO of the Year

1996
Joint Staff SNCO of the Year

1998 
USAF Senior NCO Academy – Distinguished Graduate

1998
USSTRATCOM Chief of Staff, SNCO of the Year


EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION
Airman – September 1983

Airman First Class – June 1985 

Senior Airman – September 1985

Staff Sergeant – September 1987

Technical Sergeant – September 1989

Master Sergeant – January 1994

Senior Master Sergeant - September 1998

Chief Master Sergeant - December 2000

 (Current as of 25 May 2004)















