
“What a Surviving Spouse Needs to Know” Workshop
Will be on Friday 24 June 2016, 12:00-16:00, Ramstein Community Center Annex, Bldg. 411. See article for more information.

The KMC 2016 Retiree Appreciation Day (RAD) will be on 4 Oct 2016, at the Ramstein Officer’s Club.  Look out for the letter and invitation and schedule of events this fall.
A Representative from DFAS will be available on 26 Oct 2016 at Ramstein Air Base Building 2120, Conference Room, to help retirees with any pay actions/questions they may have.  They will be available from 0900 – 1600 hours.  
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FROM THE 86TH AIRLIFT WING COMMANDER – BRIGADIER GENERAL JON T. THOMAS
[bookmark: _GoBack]I wanted to take this opportunity to thank all of our retirees in the KMC for their support of our community--those of you still working as Government Service Employee with the Air Force, the Army, DECA, DoDDs or with NAF or AAFES, and our “full time” retirees who volunteer their time with the USO, Red Cross, RAO, Retiree Council, and other agencies.  You stay an inherent part of our military community, still serving and supporting the active duty force.  Thank you for your service.
I also want to let you know that you have the full support of the 86 AW, its agencies, and activities.  I encourage you to take part in the activities and services provided by our Retiree Activities Office (RAO) and the KMC Retiree Council--they are here for you.   
RETIREE SOCIALS A BIG SUCCESS
There have been three luncheon socials so far. The February, March and May socials had great turn-outs and everyone seems to have enjoyed just getting together without having any organized program. We thank all who have participated and encourage everyone to give it a try. 
Since it seems to be a popular idea, we will have other socials during lunch and plan to try both evening and weekend to get together.  The next social’s date has not been set yet. We do hope to do about one a month. Watch for announcements in the KA “notes” section.
Additionally there have been two suggestions from participants:  
- First is that we try another location in the area. 
- Second is that we vary the format and have some kind of presentation.
We could use your feedback, and suggestions, on both of those ideas.  Please let us know and send them to 86AWRAO@us.af.mil. 
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RETIREES HELPING RETIREES-UPDATE
The 86 AW Retiree Activities Office (RAO), KMC Retiree Council and a group of “Retiree Volunteers” have established a program called “RETIREES HELPING RETIREES”.  This program is a help your retiree neighbor program, we have a group of retirees who have volunteered to cover the area where they live providing assistance to retirees/surviving spouses. The idea is that if a retiree or a surviving spouse has a problem that lives in a certain town/city they would contact the RAO and/or the program coordinator explaining their need; i.e. “need someone to pick up meds at the LRMC Pharmacy”, then the RAO/Program Coordinator would contact the volunteer that has volunteered to be that village’s POC.  The POC then would make contact with the neighboring retiree (surviving spouse) to provide assistance.  Volunteers are still required to cover towns or villages/cities that are not listed below.  We currently have POCs for the following towns/cities:
BURSTADT						
CONTWIG						OTTERBACH
ERLENBACH			            	OTTERBERG
HERMERSBERG					OLSBRUCKEN
HOCHSPEYER					OTTWEILER
HUTCHENHAUSEN				RAMSTEIN
KATZWEILER					SAMBACH
KAISERSLAUTERN		
KAULBACH
KOTTWEILER-SCHWANDEN			SCHALLODENBACH
KREIMBACH					SCHNECKENHAUSEN
MEHLBACH					            SCHOENENBER-KUEBELBERG
MELKEREI (LANDSTUHL)			SCHROLLBACH
MIESENBACH					SCHNECKENHAUSEN
NEUNKIRCHEN				            SPESBACH
NIEDERMOHR				            STEINWENDEN
OBERAUERBACH					WALDFISCHBACH-BURGALBEN
OBERMOHR				            	WALDMOHR	
ZWEIBRUCKEN	                       			WEILERBACH
				           			WOLFSTEIN
					                      	
If you live in any of the above Villages/Cities and require some type of assistance please contact the following:  Jim Barrante (Program Coordinator for the RAO/Council) preferably via e-mail to:  jim.barrante@fcgh.net, with info to “86aw.rao@us.af.mil” or by phone to Jim at phone 0160-454-0062 or if you prefer to the 86 AW Retiree Activities Office 06371-47-5486, or e-mail 86aw.rao@us.af.mil.  Please provide us good contact phone number, e-mail—if you have, and actual home address, we will then provide this information to the Village/City POC and they will contact you to see what assistance you need.
For those of you who do not live in any of the Villages/Cities listed and need assistance, you can still contact us the same way as stated above and we will see what we can do to assist.    The RAO will act as the contact point to place those needing assistance in touch with those willing to provide assistance.
If there are any retirees out there in other Villages or Cities who would like to assist in this program to be a Village/City POC for their area please contact the RAO and let us know.
 



WORKSHOP – WHAT A SURVIVING SPOUSE SHOULD KNOW
On 16 April 2016 we conducted a workshop on “What a Surviving Spouse Needs to Know” at the Ramstein Air Base Community Center Annex.  Thirty Retiree Couples and three individual retirees attended this first workshop.  The day started with short briefings from the 86 AW Legal Office, Army Casualty Affairs Office, 86 FSS, VA Office, and ACS Survivor Outreach Services (SOS).  The briefers then answered questions the attendees had. The legal office also scheduled appointments with attendees as needed.  Those attending all had individual appointments to sit down with one of our RAO/KMC Retiree Council volunteers who assisted them with preparing a folder with information, process to follow, and all the documents a surviving spouse would need in the event of a death.  This was the first such workshop and we are planning to have additional workshops as demand requires.  The consensus of those attending was that the workshop was really needed and assisted them to be prepared for when such an event occurred.     THE NEXT WORKHSOP IS SCHEDULED FOR 24 JUNE 2016, FROM 1200 – 1600 HOURS, AGAIN AT THE RAMSTEIN AIR BASE COMMUNITY CENTER ANNEX, BUILDING 411.  To sign up for the workshop call the RAO at 06371-47-5486, or e-mail us at 86aw.rao@us.af.mil.   
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NEW RETIREMENT SERVICES OFFICER - ARMY INSTALLATION MANAGEMENT COMMAND (IMCOM)
We would like to welcome and introduce the new Army Installation Management Command (IMCOM) Region Retirement Services Officer—Mr. Stacy Hendrix, whose office is at Sembach Air Base.  The services he provides are as follows:
· Writes, edits, and publishes the IMCOM-Europe Retiree Bulletin in June and December
· Maintains the IMCOM-Europe Retiree Website – web site address:
http://www.imcom-europe.army.mil/webs/index.html
· Serves as an advisor to the USAREUR G1’s Army in Europe Retiree Council
· Provides updates on services provided to the Retiree Population to IMCOM-Europe and USAREUR Staff   
· Coordinates training and Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) certification of USAG RSOs with HQDA RSO Office as needed
· Submits consolidated Monthly RSO Stats Report to HQ DA
· Ensures USAGs conducts one Retiree Event per year DRG – Retiree Appreciation Day (RAD) – IDRG – Health Fairs and conducts yearly review of each USAG RSO Program
· Coordinates with DFAS, Cleveland Retired Pay and Federal Benefits Unit, Frankfurt, London, and Rome to support USAG Retiree Events
· Provides DFAS Cleveland Retired Pay information to USAGs on Retiree deaths
· Provides the USAGs with Retiree population breakout by service and category from DMDC (Retiree Address Finder (RAF)
·  Councils survivors of Active Duty Deaths and Retirees on survivor Benefits Plan (SBP)
· Assists retired soldiers/annuitants/survivors with applications for Federal Benefits
Mr. Hendrix’s contact info as follows:  Commercial Phone:  0611-143-544-1530, DSN 544-1530, e-mail:  Stacy.hendrix.civ@mail.mil

NEW RETIREMENT SERVICES OFFICER (RSO)AND CENTRAL PROCESSING FACIITY MANAGER FOR RHEINLAND-PFALZ
We would like to also introduce Joseph M Palermo. He is the new Retirement Service Officer (RSO) and Central Processing Facility Manager for the Rheinland-Pfalz.  He replaced Mr. Green the previous RSO.  
From Mr. Palermo: It is my great pleasure to be working in this area and getting to meet all our fellow retirees and their family.  I know how important it is to have a liaison and point of contact for retirement related topics and I will do all I can to assist the community in this area.  As an Army retiree and now serving as an Army civilian for a combine total of 44 years, I feel that the military is part of my family.  I am located in Kleber Kaserne, Bldg. 3245, Room 113.  My
phone # is 0631-4118405 and email address is: joseph.m.palermo.civ@mail.mil.

BAUMHOLDER RETIREMENT SERVICES OFFICER (RSO)

It continues to be my pleasure and responsibility serve retirees and surviving spouses as the US Army Rheinland-Pfalz Baumholder Retirement Services Officer (RSO).  My workings in and with the Kaiserslautern Military Community Retiree Council and 86 AW Retiree Activities Office makes that support absolutely gratifying.  In voluntarily serving the largest retiree population outside the United States and Puerto Rico, these organizations do their utmost to jointly support the retirees and encourage retirees to support each other through the annual KMC Retiree Appreciation Day and new, innovative programs such as social luncheons, Retirees Helping Retirees, and Surviving Spouses Workshop.  I assist, advise and make referrals to retirees on topics that include: Defense Retired Annuity System issues (requesting 1099R, address changes, etc); Survivor Benefits Program (SBP) changes; obtaining military documents; applying for Combat-Related Special Compensation (CRSC); Annuities for Certain Military Surviving Spouses (ACMSS); and Uniformed Service Former Spouses Protection Act (USFSPA); and a myriad of other benefits to include Veterans Affairs, TRICARE, and Social Security. My contact information is Daniel Washington Jr., Commercial 06783-6-6788 / 6080, DSN 485-6788 / 6080, email daniel.washington1.civ@mail.mil

DD-214 NOW ONLINE!
It's official -  DD-214s are NOW Online.  The National Personnel Records Center (NPRC) has provided the following website for veterans to gain access to their DD-214s online:
http://vetrecs.archives.gov/  or try http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/
	
This may be particularly helpful when a veteran needs a copy of his DD-214
for employment purposes.  NPRC is working to make it easier for veterans with
computers   and Internet access to obtain copies of documents from their military files.
	
Military veterans and the next of kin of deceased former military members
may now use a new online military personnel records system to request
documents. Other individuals with a need for documents must still complete
the Standard Form 180, which can be downloaded from the online web site.
	
Because the requester will be asked to supply all information essential for
NPRC to process the request, delays that normally occur when NPRC has to ask
veterans for additional information will be minimized. The new web-based
application was designed to provide better service on these requests by
eliminating the records centers mailroom and processing time. Please pass
this information on to former military personnel you may know and their dependents.
	

LANDSTUHL NEWS


The Landstuhl Regional Medical Center's (LRMC) website provides great
information about their services, especially about Relay Health, Patient
Transfer Center, and Specialty Care Services.

                http://rhce.amedd.army.mil/landstuhl/

NOTE:  LRMC's present systems in Relay Health are:

Audiology/Speech
Coumadin
Emergency Department (newly added)
ENT
Family Medicine
General Surgery
GI
Internal Medicine
Neurology
Nuclear Medicine (newly added)
Nurse Case Managers
Nutrition
OB/Gyn
Occupational Therapy
Optometry
Ortho
Pain Management (newly added)


Reminder: The RAO business hours Tuesday – Thursday from 1000 – 1500 hours.  Our Phone Number is 06371-47-5486, DSN 480-5486.  E-Mail Address is:  86AWRAO@us.af.mil, we are also on Facebook at Ramstein RAO.
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